Correspondence Courses to work at your own pace

Philosophy, policy, communications and practices for wildlife and natural resources management

Offered by Delwin E. Benson, Professor and Extension Wildlife Specialist, Colorado State University
· Continue your education

· Add to your opportunities

· Take courses at home
· Earn a Natural Resources Certificate

· Apply learning to your life and life to your learning
FW576 Wildlife Policy, Law and Administration, focuses on wildlife policy in relation to other land uses.  Wildlife occupy a wide range of habitats and are treated in various ways, thus this course also relates to diverse issues ranging from wildlife utilization to protection in aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems.  Students attend and report on local meetings of wildlife commissions, land use planning committees, city councils etc.  They recommend how a new employee would need to be trained to learn about the policy process that is used by the organization.  Students evaluate the organizational structure of state fish and wildlife agencies, annotate major functions of each unit, and interview administrators.  They write a new policy about wildlife management that is of need in their community.


3 Semester Credits 
NR515 Natural Resources Policy and Biodiversity, addresses policy formulation with natural resources generally from historical and current perspectives.  It addresses traditional land use issues (forestry, range, wildlife, land, water, and air) individually and using the holistic concept of biodiversity which seeks integrated planning and management.  Students read about significant laws, court decisions and policy; they follow bills and report about the legislative process; and evaluate modern projects with a biodiversity goal.


3 Semester Credits 

NR501 Leadership and Public Communications, provides students with tools necessary to understand the publics who impact natural resources management, how to communicate with them and how to resolve conflicts.  Students develop public relations plans and communications products for local organizations that seek to address the wants, needs and communications strategies necessary to provide proper education and leadership to targeted publics.  


3 Semester Credits
FW575 Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Program In Your Classroom structures an environmental education program for teachers and leaders which gets students into nature and nature into students using a contest format.  Youth learn about identifying wildlife foods and food habits of animals, they interpret wildlife habitat from aerial photographs, prescribe management practices and develop urban and rural management plans.


3 Semester Credits
FW355 Hunter Education for Instructors teaches about effective instructional tools and techniques to provide high quality learning experiences for hunter education.  Students learn about the knowledge, skills and ethics that are applicable to good hunting behaviors and how to teach.  Students integrate learning and develop a hunter education curriculum by writing course plans, unit plans and daily/hourly lesson plans. 


2 Semester Credits
FW356  Leopold's Ethic for Wildlife and Land, explores history, philosophy, policy, administration and literature about nature and wildlife conservation in the United States primarily through the writings of Aldo Leopold the "Father of Wildlife Management."   Students keep a journal of wildlife observations, create photo or video essays about the positive relationships of wildlife and people in the environment, and write an essay about modern natural resources issues comparing the philosophy of Aldo Leopold. 


3 Semester Credits
FW357  Wildlife Habitat on the Great Plains, explores environmental needs of the region and recommends practical techniques to manage landscapes and wildlife.  Students develop management plans for a property that considers the needs of landowners, costs of development, and production potentials considering wildlife in relation to agricultural activities.  A socio-economic evaluation is made and written about that reviews how wildlife are viewed either positively or negatively by private land users and producers who have a significant influence on wildlife management. 


3 Semester Credits
Inquiry:  Professor Delwin E. Benson, 109 Wagar Building, Colorado State University, Fort Collins CO 80523-1474, (970) 491-6411, delben@cnr.colostate.edu
Enroll:  Division of Continuing Education, Spruce Hall, CSU, Fort Collins, CO 80523-1040, 

http://www.learn.colostate.edu/certificates/environment.asp
Contact by phone: 
(970) 491-2520

Contact by email:
msterling@learn.colostate.edu






